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After defeating the Philippine Republic's conventional forces in 1899, the U.S. Army was broken up

into small garrisons to prepare Luzon for colonial rule. The Filipino nationalists transformed their

resistance into a guerrilla warfare that varied so greatly from region to region in its organization,

strategy, and tactics that early American attempts at centralization and nonmilitary pacification were

useless. The study offers new insights for counterinsurgency theory and for the study of America's

military experience in Asia.
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"The U.S. Army and Counterinsurgency in the Philippine War, 1899-1902," by Brian McAllister Linn,

is a superb contribution to military history. In the book's opening chapter, Linn vividly sketches out

the complex environment faced by the U.S. Army as it began its occupation of the Philippines after

Spain's defeat. Linn discusses the different sociopolitical factions in Philippine society, the ethnic

divisions, the revolutionary Katipunan society, religious rebel groups, and bandit gangs. He also

begins to create his picture of the structure of the guerrilla forces faced by the U.S. troops.As the

book progresses, Linn looks at the shape of both the insurgency and U.S. counterinsurgency

activity in different parts of the Philippines. He covers many important topics: the insurgent

infrastructure that supported the anti-U.S. guerrillas, the impact of terrain on U.S. operations, how

disease affected U.S. troops, the use of terrorism by insurgent forces, the U.S. Army's use of native

Filipino auxiliary forces, and American efforts in the areas of civil government and public works. He

emphasizes the role of military intelligence in the conflict, and offers intriguing analysis of the



leadership on both sides of the war. Along the way he introduces us to some truly remarkable

personalities, both Filipino and American.Linn's book is meticulously documented. The main text

(pages 1-170) is followed by extensive endnotes (171-234) and a substantial bibliography (235-47).

The bibliography cites a rich diversity of source material, including manuscript collections, letters,

diaries, veterans' questionnaires, books, dissertations, and government publications.
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